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Figure  I.-    Production  of  wool  in  five  principal  Southern 
Hemisphere  producing  countr pes  in  1941-42  is  estimated  to  be 
the  second  largest  on  record.    most  of  the  apparel  wool  enter- 
ing international  trade  is  produced  ik  these  countries.    pr  i  or 
to  the  war  large  quantities  of  wool  were  shipped  from  these 
countries  to  continental  europe  and  japan,  but  as  a  result  of 
the  purchase  of  the  "clips"  of  australia,  south  africa,  and 
New  Zealand  by  the  British  Government,  and  the  British  block- 
ade of  the  European  continent,  exports  are  now  limited  largely 
to  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States. 
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THE    WOOL  SITUATION 
Summary 

Prices  of  domestic  wool  at  Boston  in  IT ov ember  advanced  for  the  third 
consecutive  month.     Strengthening  factors  in  the  last  few  months  have  been 
the  award  of  large  Army  orders  for  wool  materials,  a  record  mill  consumption, 
and  a  seasonal  decrease  in  wool  supplies  in  the  United  States.    Prior  to 
the  current  increase,  prices  at  Boston  had  fluctuated  within  narrow  limits 
since  the  latter  part  of  19^-0.    On  December  8  it  was  announced  by  the  Office 
of  Price  Administration  that  ceiling  prices  will  be  established  for  raw  wool 
at  approximately  the  levels  that  prevailed  during  the  week  ended  December  6. 
Formal  schedules  will  be  issucdas  soon  as  the  necessary  details  can  be  worked 
out . 

Mill  consumption  of  apparel  wool  in  October  established  a  new  record 
rate  of  10, 7^+, 000  pounds  a  week,   scoured  basis.    New  "highs"  in  consumption 
of  apparel  wool  have  been  established  by  mills  in  8  of  the  last  12  months. 
Consumption  on  a  greasy  shorn  and  pulled  basis  in  the  last  few  months  has 
been  at  the  rate  of  more  than  a  billion  pounds  a  year.     In  view  of  the  large 
backlog  of  unfilled  orders  held  by  mills,  it  is  likely  that  the  current  rate 
of  consumption  will  be  maintained  through  the  first  half  of  19^2.  Unfilled 
orders  for  wool  cloth  for  civilian  and  Government  use  held  by  119  reporting 
mills  at  the  end  of  September,  plus  Army  orders  scheduled  for  award  in  the 
final  quarter  of  19^-1, were  equivalent  to  about  6  months  of  activity  at  the 
September  rate  of  production  in  reporting  mills. 

Supplies  of  apparel  wool  on  hand  on  a  greasy  shorn  and  pulled  basis  in 
the  United  States  on  November  1,  excluding  wools  imported  for  Government "stock- 
pile", probably  wor©  about  1^0  oillion  pounds  larger  than  a  yorr  earlier  when 
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supplies  were  relatively  small.  .  As  no  considerable  quantities  of  domestic 
wool  from  the  19~42  clip  will  be  available  for  mill  use  before  June  or  July, 
large  cuantities  of  wool  probably  will  be  imported  from  the  19UI-U2  clips 
of  the  Southern  Hemisphere  which  are  nc:  available.    Imports  of  apparel 
wool  fcr  consumption  in  the  first  9  months  of  19*+1  totaled  U9I  million  pounds 
compared  with  133  million  pounds  in  the  corresponding  months  last  year.  The 
greatest  increase  in  imports  was  in  fine  wools. 

Wool  production  in  I9UI-U2  in  12  principal  Southern  Hemisphere  pro- 
ducing countries  is  now  estimated  at  2,350  million  pounds.    This  is  slightly 
larger  than  last  year's  production  and  is  second  only  to  the  record  1939~^0 
production  of  2,3:ol  million  pounds.    Most  of  the  apparel  wool  entering  in- 
ternational trade  is  produced  in  these  countries.    Prior  to  the  war  more  than 
half  of  the  experts  were  shipned  to  continental  Zurcpean  countries  and  Japan, 
but  as  a  result  of  the  purchase  of  the  clips  of  Australia,  South  Africa,  and 
New  Zealand  by  the  British  Government  and  the  British  blockade  of  the  European 
Continent,  Qxpcrts  are  now  limited  largely  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
United  States.     It  is  expected  that  large  quantities  of  wool  will  be  avail- 
able to  United  States  buyers  in  South  America,  Australia,  and  South  Africa. 
Shipments  from  Australia,  however,  will  depend  upon  the  shipping  situation 
in  the  Pacific. 

—  December  11,  19U1 

EUVIEW  OF  RECENT  ZZTSLOPMZNTS 

Wool  Prices  Up  at  5  0  -  *  r  :i  i_n  _  r_ 

A  large  quantity  of  domestic  fine  and  l/2  blood  wool  was  sold  in  the 
Boston  wool  market  in  November  and  prices  or.  these  grades  advanced  2  to  3 
coats-  a  pound,  scoured  basis,  above  L"te  October  quotations  according  to  re- 
ports of  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service.    Most  of  the  trading  took  place 
in  the  2  weeks  fol?. owing-  November -10  during  which  awards.. were  made  on  serge 
and  shirting  flannel  for  Army  use.    Very  little  wool  was  sold  in  the  last 
week  of  November  but  quotations  were  firmly  maintained.    Medium  and  coarse 
grades  of  wool  did  not  share  in  the  increased  demand  during  November. 
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Quoted  prices  of  fine  combing  (staple)  territory  wools  averaged 
$1,135  a  pound,   scoured  basis,  in  the  latter  part  of  November  compared  with 
$1.11  a  month  earlier  and  $1,035  a  year  earlier.    Quoted  prices  of  3/8  blood 
combing  territory  wool  averaged  9&»5  cents  a  pound,  scoixred  basis,  in  late 
November,  the  same  as  a  month  earlier.    In  the  last  week  of  November  19*+0 
similar  wools  averaged  88.5  cents  a  pound..    The  average  price'  of  wool  received 
by  farmers  in  mid-November  was  3°'7  cents  a,  pound.    This  was  5*2  cents  higher 
than  a  year  earlier  and  was  the  highest  reported  since  August  15,  1928. 

Army  Awards  S e rge  and  Shirting  Contracts, 

Invites  Bids  on  Woolen  Materials  ■   ■  :- 

Awards  were  announced  by  the  Army  Quartermaster  in  November  covering 
18.6  million  yards  of  18-ounce  serge  and  12. 4  million  yards  of  shirting 
flannel.    Bids  on  these  items  were  received  up  to  November  4  but  awards  were 
made  in  part  through  negotiation.    The  invitations  specified  that  delivery 
be  completed  within  285  days  (9-l/2  months)  of  date  of  award.    This  will 
carry'  delivery  schedules  through  August  1Q42.    On  the  basis  of  reported  awards, 
about'  2.8  million  yards  will  be  made  of  all  domestic  wool,  4..  5  million  yards 
of  all  foreign  wool,  and  23. 7  million  yards  will  be  a  50-50  combination  of 
domestic  and  foreign  wools. 

Early  in  December  the  Amy  requested  offers  on  12.8  million  yards 
of  woolen  cloth.    The  requirements  include  0.5  million  yards  of  32-ounce 
Melton  overcoating,  3*5  million  yards  of  12-ounce  lining  cloth,  and  small 
Quantities  of  miscellaneous  suitings,  felt,  and  covert  cloth.     Offers  will  be 
acce-oted  up  to  December  1J.    Delivery  of  overcoating  is  to  be  completed  with- 
in 240  days  of  award  and  lining  cloth  within  210  days.    Thus  deliveries  will 
run  through  August  19^-2,  the  same  period  specified  on  November  awards  for 
serge  and  shirting. 

Mill  Consumption  Establishes  N ew  Record 
in  October 

Mill  consumption  of  apparel  wool  averaged  10,744,000  pounds  a.  week, 
scoured  basis,  in  October  compared  vrith  the  previous  record  of  10,714,000 
pounds  in  September  and  7,848,000  pounds  in  October  19^0.    New  highs  in  con- 
sumption of  apparel  wool  have  been  established  by  mills  in  8  of  the  last  12 
months.    Consumption  on  a  scoured  basis  in  the  first  10  months  of  19*41  was 
77  percent  larger  than  in  the  same  months  last  year  and  exceeded  consumption 
in  the  entire  12  months  of  any  previous  year.    Consumption  of  apparel  wool, 
greasy  shorn  and  pulled,  totaled  S10  million  pounds  from  January  through 
October  1941  compared  with  498  million  pounds  in  the  same  months  last  year. 

Mill  consumption  of  carpet  wool  declined  in  October  but  consumption 
for  the  month  was  the  largest  in  recent  years.    Consumption  of  carpet  wool 
from  January  through  October  of  this  year  was  41  percent  larger  than,  in  the 
same  months  last  year. 

Unfilled  Orders  Show  Further  Increa.se 
in  Third  Quarter 


Unfilled  orders  for  woven  cloth  reported  by  119  mills  on  September  27 
totaled  98.5  million  linear  yards  according  to  statistics  reported  by  the 
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National  Association  of  Vool  Manufacturers.    The  September  total  was  1.6 
million  yards  larger  than  orders  reported  at  the  end  rf  June  and  was  a  new 
high  for  reporting  mills.    At  the  end  of  September  last  year  unfilled  orders 
totaled  1+5-9  million  yards.    Orders  for  civilian  cloth  reported  on  September 
27  were  slightly  smaller  than  rn  June  28  but  the  decline  was  more  than  offset 
by  the  increase  in  orders  for  Government  account.    Unfilled  orders  for  Govern- 
ment agencies  on  September  27  totaled  29  million  yards,  chiefly  Army  materials. 
This  total  was  increased  sharply  in  October  and  November  --/hen  awards  were 
made  on  about  1+0  million  yards  cf  wool  cloth  for  Army  use.    The  accompanying 
table  shows  unfilled  orders  reported  by  119  mills  at  the  beginning  of  each 
quarter  1939-Ul. 


Unfilled  orders  for  woven  cloth  reported  by  119  mills,  beginning 

of  each  Quarter,  1939-Ul  l/ 


Quarter 
beginning 


1939 

Jan. 

Apr. 

July 

Oct. 
I9U0 

Jan. 

Apr. 

July 

Oct. 
19Ul 

Jan. 

Apr. 

July 

Oct.  2/ 


;n '  s  wear 


Government,  Other 


Total 


is  cmen  s 
wear 


Auto 
[cloths  2/ 


ctal 


1,000 

linear 

yards 

8UU 
565 
6bl 

635 

1,376 
7U8 
9,^36 
12,806 

28,^57 
20,lU8 
23 , 018 
29,010 


1,000 

linear 

yards 


2^56 
22,905 
19,913 
31,887 

23,^38 
21,297 
17.56U 
19,200 

25,799 
^0,256 

^9,315 
U8,  545 


1,000 

linear 

yards 

25,300 
23,^70 

20,57^ 

32,522 

2U,8lU 
22,01+5 
27,000 
32,006 

5^,256 

6o,UoU 

72,333 
77,556 


1,000 

linear 

yards 

S,95i 
5,252 
11,526 
9,260 

9 , 20U 
U,^29 

12,933 
10,919 

11,1*03 
12,170 
18,961 
17,805 


1,000 

linear 

yards 

1,782 
83U 
1,82k 

3.2UU 

2,005 
1,136 
3,06k 

2,927 
2,U9k 

2,675 
5,605 
3,097 


3  000 
,  www 

linear 
yards 

36,033 
29,556 
33.92U 
^5,026 

36,023 
27,610 

1+2,997 
1+5,852 

68,153 
75,2l+9 
96,899 
98.1+58 


Compiled  from  Monthly  Statistics    of  Wool  Manuf acture ,  published  by  the 
National  Association  of  Wool  Manufacturers.     Statistics  are  for  cloth  con- 
taining by  weight  over  25  percent  cf  yarns  spun  on  the  woolen  and  worsted 
system.    Cloth  less  than  50  inches  wide  reported  in  ecuivalent  5^_incl1  yard- 
age.   The  119  reporting  mills  are  equipped  with  26,000  looms. 

l/    Reports  are  for  specified  dates,  aear  the  beginning  of  each  quarter. 
2/    Excludes  cloth  with  pile  or  jacquard  design. 
y    Sept.  27. 

Imports  Continue  Much  Larger  Than 
in  Any  Recent  Year 


Imports  of  appa.rel  wool  for  consumption  in  September  tot.-J.ed  U6.U 
million  pounds  compared  with  1+1+.7  million  pounds  in  August  and  15-2  million 
pounds  in  September  I9U0.     In  the  first  9  months  of  I9UI  imports  for  consumption 
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totaled. U9I  million  pounds  compared  with  133  million  pounds  in  the  correspond- 
ing months  of  19H0  and  a  ^-yerir  ( 193 5"39 )  average  for  those  months  of  Gk 
million  pounds.    All  grades  of  wool  shared  in  the  increase  in  imports  in  the 
first  9  months  of  this  year  hat  the  greatest  increase  has  "been  in  fine  wools. 
Ah out  three  fourths  of  the  apparel  wool  imported  for  consumption  from  January 
through  September  was 'wool  grading  finer  than  96s.    The  proportion  of  fine 
wools  in  total  imports  is  the  largest  in  recent  years.     Imports  by  grade 
■groups  are  shown  in  the  accompanying  table. 

General  imports  of  apparel  wool  (entries  for  immediate  consumption 
and  into  "bonded  warehouses)  totaled  6UU  million  pounds  in  the  first  9  months 
of  19^-1.    This  total  includes  93  million  pounds  of  Australian  wool  imported 
for  British  account  and  held  as  a  reserve  "stockpile"  in  this  country.  Im- 
ports for  consumption  di  net  include  wool  for  British  account.    Receipts  of 
foreign  apparel  wool  at  three  ports ^oston,  hew  York,  and  Philadelphia. f in 
October  were  the  smallest  for  any  month  since  the  early  part  of  the  year. 
Receipts  of  foreign  wool  increased  slightly  in  November. 

Imports  of  carpet  wool  for  consumption  in  the.  first  9  months  of  19^1 
amounted  to  171  million  pounds  compared  with  101  million  pounds  in  the  same 
months  last  year. 

Imports  of  apparel  wool  for  consumption  by  grade  groups,  United  States < 
"annual  193 6-UO,  January-September,  l^kO-hl 


Period 


1936 

1937 
193S 
1939 
19H0 
Jan. -Sept, 
I9U0 
19^1 


hot  finer  t 
th^n_U0 s_  _™ _ 

Million  Million 


pounds 

26.0 
23.6 
12. ^ 
23.6 
23  .8 

15. S 
3  g  .2 


pounds 

.10.1 
10  M 
2.6 
7.0 
6.3 

k.e 
9.9 


H6s-56s 

Million 
pounds 

38.0 

31.7 

6.7 
19.3 

.  27.0 
Sl .  7 


Piner 
than  36s 
Million 
pounds 

36.6 

9.1 

i+S  .3 
1H8.6 

85-5 
.  '361.6 


Total 


Million 

pounds 

110.7 
150.2 
30.8 
98.2 

223 .0 

132.9 


Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce, 
l/    Includes  free  and  dutiable  wools. 


South  America  -  Sales 

Prices  of  new  clip  wools  were  reported  strong  in  October  as  the  19^-1-^-2 
season  opened  in  Argentina  and  Uruguay.    Local  (Argentine)  mills  were  the 
chief  "buyers  in  the  Buenos  Aires  market  and  small  sales  were  made  to  Sweden, 
the  Netherlands,  and  Japan.    American  purchases  were  small  in  October.  Prices 
declined  somewhat  in  November  and  demand  from  United  States  buyers  increased 
for  fine  crossbred  wools. 
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Exports  from  Argentina  and  Uruguay  in  October  totaled  10. 3  million 
pounds  compared  with  27  million  pounds  exported  in  October  1940.    Exports  to 
the  United  States  in  October  194i  amounted  to         million  pounds. 

OUTLOOK 

3ACK"r?.CU!T' .-  Stimulated  by  large  Government  orders  and  increased 
incomes  of  consumers,  mill  consumption  of  apparel  wocl  in  the 
United  States  in  1941  has  advanced  to  the  highest  level  on  record 
fcr  the  industry.     Consumption  in  the  first  10  months  of  1941 
wrs  77  percent  larger  than  in  the  same  months  last  year.  The 
record  consumption  has  been  accompanied  by  a  marked  increase  in 
wool  prices.    Prices  of  domestic  wools  at  Boston  in  November  were 
close  to  the  highest  levels  in  more  than  a  decade. 

-he  large  consumption  resulted  in  rapid  depletion  of 
stocks  of  raw  wool  in  the  United  States  and  imports  have  been 
at  record  levels  in  1941. 

Mill  Consumption  Expected  to  Continue 
at  F.ecord  Level 

On  September  27  mills  reporting  to  the  National  Association  of  Uool 
Manufacturers  held  unfilled  orders  for  wool  cloth  totaling        million  linear 
yards.     Such  orders,  together  with  Army  orders  scheduled  fcr  award  in  the 
final  auarter  of  1941,  were  equivalent  to  6  months  of  activity  at  the  Sep- 
tember rate  of  production  in  reporting  mills.    Even  if  new  orders  fcr  civilian 
cloths  are  relatively  small,  mill  consumption  is  likely  to  be  maintained  at 
present  levels  through  the  first  half  of  1942.     Since  July,  monthly  consumption 
of  appr.rel  wool  has  averaged  about  £>5  million  pounds,  greasy  shorn  and  pulled, 
which  is  eauivalent  to  more  than  a  billion  pounds  a  year. 

Import  Roouiremer.ts  Le-rge 

On  the  basis  of  reported  carry-over  (stocks)  on  April  l.and  imports 
and  mill  consumption  from  April  through  October,  the  calculated  supply  of 
foreign  and  domestic  apparel  wool,  greasy  shorn  and  pulled  basis,  in  the 
United  States  on  November  1,  excluding  Australian  wools  imported  for  Govern- 
ment "stockpile",  was  about  15O  million  pounds  larger  than  a  year  earlier 
when  supplies  were  relatively  small.    No  considerable  nuontities  of  domestic 
wool  from  the  1942  clip  will  be  available  for  mill  use  before  June  or  July. 
If  the  current  monthly  rate  of  consumption  is  to  continue  through  the  first 
half  of  19^2,  and  if  reserve  stocks  :  re  to  be  maintained,,  large  quantities 
of  wool  prota'oly  TTill  be  imported  from  the  1941-42  clips  of  the  Southern 
Hemisphere  which  are  now  available. 

SOUTHERN  HEMISPHERE  WOOL  SUPPLIES  EOR  194I-U2 

Wool  Production  in  1 9 41 -4 2  may  be 
Second  Highe st  ^n  Record 

Production  of  wool  in  the  Southern  Hemisphe  re  in  the  I9UI-U2  sea.son 
probably  will  be  slightly  larger  than  in  the  preceding  season  but  will  not 
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equal  the  record  production  of  1939-40,  according  to  preliminary  estimates. 
Production  in  12  Southern  Hemisphere  countries  in  the  current  season  is 
estimated  at  2,350  million  pounds  compared  with  2,33s  million  pounds  last 
year  and  2,36l  million  pounds  in  1939-40.    Most  of  the  apparel  wool  entering 
international  trade  is  produced  in  these  countries. 

Production  in  Australia  in  the  1941-42  season  is  estimated  at  1,070 
million  pounds.    This  is  2.5  percent  larger  than  last  year's  production  and 
is  second  only  to  the  1939-40  production  of  1,123  million  pounds.  Production 
in  British  South  Africa  and  New  Zealand  is  expected  to  he  ah out  the  same  this 
season  as  last,  and  ahout  6  percent  larger  than  in  1939~40. 

Wool  production  in  Argentina  is  estimated. at  474  million  poxinds  for 
1941-42,  ahout  the  same  a.s  that  of  last  season.    Production  in  Argentina  has 
increased  rapidly  in  the  last  few  years  and  is  now  larger  than  at  any  previous 
time  in  the  current  century.    Preliminary  estimates  of  wool  production  in 
Uruguay  vary  widely  hut  it  is  reported  that  production  will  to  10  to  15 
million  pounds  smaller  than  in  1940-41.    The  1940-41  production  is  now  esti- 
mated at  130  million  pounds.    Production  in  other  South  American,  countries  is 
not  expected  to  differ  much  fr'om  that  of  last  season. 

;  Wool  production  in  principal  Southern  'Hemisphere  countries,  1937"~^1  \J 


Country 


South  America 


Argentina  , 

Uruguay  ........ 

Brazil  

Chile   , 

Peru  6/   , 

Falkland  Islands 


1937-38  .  1938-39 


~        ,     :  1940-41  i  1941-42 

1939-40    ;        2/  ;  g/ 


Million 
pounds 

366.O 
116.3 

39.7 
33-0 
21.0 
4.6 


Million 
pounds 


Million 
pounds 


Million 
pounds 


Million 
pounds 


399.0  y  45+3.03/  474.03/  474.0 
125.4     133.9  5/  130.0  5/  115.0 

41.0  40.3 

35.0  30.0 

19.0  19.0 

3.6  3.51/ 

*  6.5 


6.> 


40.0 
32.0 
16.0 

3.5  1/ 


40.0 
35.0 
14.0 
3.5 


587.1 

629.5 

676.7 

702.0 

680.0 

British  Dominions  ! 

British  South  Africa  ..! 

1,023  .4 
233.0 

9S3.6 
248.0 

1,128.1 

246.2 

1,044.0 
260.0 

1,070.0 
260.0 

New  Zealand   1 

296.8 

3?-7.7 

310.0 

332.0 

332.0 

rp  0  +-  ,,->  1 

1,553.2 

1,559.3 

1,684.3 

1,636.0 

1,662.0 

Total  Southern  i 

Hemi  sphere  ....... .J 

2,l!-l-0.3 

2,188.8 

2,361.0 

2,33S.o 

2,350.0 

•Compiled  from  official  sources  or  reliable  commercial  sources  except  as 
indicated. 

l/    Season  "begins  October  1  in  most  South  American  countries,  July  1  in 
Australia.  New  Zealand  and  British  South  Africa.. 
2/  'Preliminary. 

3/    Estimates  reported  by  Agricultural  Attache  Paul  0.  Nyhus . 

4/    Estimate  based  on  receipts  at  Montevideo  and  stocks  at  country  points 

October  1,  1940. 

5/    Estimate  based  on  reported  decrease  from  1940-41. 

Revised  estimates  based  on  recent  reports  of  the  Junta  Nacional  de  la 
Industrie*,  Lanar, 

]_/    Latest  estimate  carried  forward, 

8_/    Includes  Bolivia,  Ecua,dor,  and  Paraguay.    Rough  approximations. 
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Sup-plies  Available  for  Export 

Approximately  70  pprcent  of  the  wool  produced  in  the  Southern 
Hemisphere  is  now  under  control  of  the  3ritish  Government  as  a  result  of 
measures  adopted  to  carry  out  v;ar  objectives,     -he  British  Government  has 
purchased  the  wool  clips  of  Australia,  Hew  Zealand,  and  the  Union  cf  South 
Africa  for  the  duration  of  the  war  and  one  clip  thereafter.    Wool  available 
for  export  from  these  countries  is  sold  "by  the  British  Wool  Control  to 
approved  "buyers  at  fixed  prices.    The  South  American  markets,  which  account 
for  about  30  percent  of  the  Southern  Hemisphere  production,  are  the  only 
important  free  markets. 

British  Empire  Sumlies  Relatively  Large 

 — -  ■    ■    ■    „  -  .  ,  s   —  

Data  on  disposals  ond  carry-over  in  the  IjhO-hl  season  in  British 
Empire  countries  have  not  "been  published,  but  in  view  of  the  near  record  ^re- 
duction and  reports  of  above  average  stocks  in  these  countries  it  is  probable 
that  supplies  in  Australia,  South  Africa,  and  New  Zealand  are  relatively 
large.    Exports  from  these  countries  are  now  limited  largely  to  the  United 
Kingdom  and  the  United  States.    Prior  to  the  war,  more  than  half  cf  the  ex- 
ports went  to  continental  European  countries  and  Japan  (table,  page  12). 

Wool  requirements  of  the  United  Kingdom  ?-t  the  present  time  are  chiefly 
for  medium  grades  of  wool  which  are  used  in  Army  materials  in  that  country. 
Civilian  purchases  have  been  drastically  curtailed  under  war  rationing  pro- 
visions but  the  effect  of  civilian  restriction  probably  is  offset  in  part  by 
the  extensive  use  of  uniforms  in  the  Eome  Guard  and  various  auxiliary  organi- 
zations of  both  men  and  women.    Official  estimates  of  consumption  are  not 
available.    Reliable  commercial  sources  indicate  that  retained  imports  in  the 
first  year  of  the  war  November  1339  through  October  19h0  were  close  to  one 
billion  pounds  but  imports  declined  sharply  in  the  19U0-U1  season.  The 
estimated  imports  include  apparel  and  carpet  wools  from  British  India  and 
other  Northern  Hemisphere  countries  as  well  as  imports  from  the  Southern 
Hemisphere . 

It  is  expected  that  large  quantities  of  wool  will  be  available  for 
United  States  buyers  in  Australia  and  South  Africa.     These  countries  produce 
chiefly  fine  grr.de s  of  apparel  wool,  the  grades  now  in  greatest  demand  in 
the  United  States.    The  shipping  situation  in  the  Pacific  will  be  on  impor- 
tant factor  in  the  exports  to  the  United  States  from  Australia.    Russian  re— 
auirements  also  may  be  a  factor  in  the  19^1-^2  disposals.    Shipments  of 
Australian  wools  to  the  United  States  for  commercial  purposes  were  given 
preference  over  shipments  for  reserve    storage  in  the  19*+0— ^1  season. 

Purchases  of  wool  by  United  States  buyers  in  Australia  and  South 
Africa  in  the  19^-0-Ul  season  probably  totaled  about  25O  million  pounds,  and 
through  October  19*+1  an  additional  126  million  pounds  of  Australian  wool  were 
shipped  for  storage  in  the  United  States  under  Government  supervision. 
Present  arrangements  call  for  additional  shipments  of  50  million  pounds  of 
Australian  wool  for  storage  by  the  end  of  19^-1.    About  I76  million  pounds  of 
Australian  wool  have  recently  been  purchased  by  the  Defense  Supplies  Corpo- 
ration to  be  held  as  an  emergency  reserve.    The  Defense  Supplies  Corporation 
has  also  arranged  for  the  storage  of  125  million  pounds  of  South  African 
wool  in  the  United  States  o.s  a  part  of  the  .emergency  stockpile. 
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Because  of  the  large  use  of  medium  and  coarse  grades  of  apparel  wool 
in  military  cloth  in  the  United  Kingdom  very  little  New  Zealand  wool  has 
"been  available  to  foreign  "buyers  in  the  last  2  years.     In  the  12  months 
ended  June  19^1  only  h  million  pounds  of  Hew  Zealand  wools  were  included  in 
United  States  imports  for  consumption. 

South  American  Wool  Supplies  Smaller 
This  Year  Than  Last 

Supplies  of  wool  available  for  export  from  Argentina  and  Uruguay  in 
19*4-1— h2  are  now  estimated  at  about  59^  million  pounds.     This  estimate  is  13 
percent  or  9^  million  pounds  smaller  than  provisional  estimates  for  last 
season.    The  reduction  in  supplies  is  chiefly  the  result  of  a  smaller  carry- 
over into  the  current  season  and  prospects  for  increased  local  consumption. 
About  100  million  pounds  of  wool  will  be  produced  in  other  South  American 
countries  in  the  season  (table,  page  9  ).    About ~Eo  percent  of  this 

wool  is  estimated  to  be  available  for  export.    Data  on  carry-over  are  not 
available  for  these  countries. 


Prior  to  the  war  about  four  fifths  of  South  American  wool  exports 
were  shipped  to  European  markets,  including  the  United  Kingdom  (see  accompany- 
ing table) .    At  the  present  time  shipments  to  continental  European  countries 
are  Largely  cut  off  by  the  British  blockade,  and  wool  requirements  of  the 
United  Kingdom  are  being  filled  mostly  with  wools  from  Empire  sources.  Hence 
the  bulk  of  South  American  wool  supplies  arc  available  to  United  States  buy- 
ers.   Exports  from  Argentina  and  Uruguay  in  19^0-Ul  totaled  593  million  pounds, 
grease  basis.    United  States  buyers  took  S3  percent  of  the  seasons  exports. 

The  major  part  of  the  wool  produced  in  South  American  countries  is 
medium  and  coarse  grades  but  these  countries  also  produce  considerable  quanti- 
ties of  fine  wools.    Data  on  general  imports  of  wool  into  three  United  States 
ports  in  the  12  months  ended  September  19*4-1  show  that  imports  from  Argentina 
included  about  110  million  pounds  of  wool  grading  finer  than  56s.  Imports 
from  Uruguay  in  the  same  period  included  57  million  pounds  grading  finer  than 
56s.    Argentine  production  also  includes  a  large  Quantity  of  carpet  class 
wools,  probably  around  100  million  pounds. 

Estimated  supplies  and  distribution  of  wool  in 
Argentina  and  Uruguay,  19V0-M-I  and  I9UI-U2 

Grease  basis 

:>ti      Argentina    if  I    Uruguay   

 Iton  i  lQi+o-iq'   Flgg-Ug  "  ;  lggogja    :  19^1-42 

:  Mil.  lb.      Mil.  lb.      Mil.  lb.      Mil.  lb. 


Stocks,  Oct.  1   :         121                S2  27  2/  5 

Production   :  ___Jf7^  hr~[k  3/    150  3/  115 

Total  supply  :          595               550   157  ,  120 

Eor  domestic  mills   :         To"                ff  7  To 

Available  for  export  . . . . :          529              I+79  150  '  110 

Exports  :         kkB  1U5 


Compiled  from  official  sources  and  reliable  commercial  sources. 

1/  Estimates  reported  by  Paul  0.  Nyhus ,  Agricultural  Attache 'at  Buenos 
Aires. 

2/  Calculated. 

yjj    Provisional  estimate. 
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Wool  exports  from  five  Southern  Herd  sphere  ccun.tr  ies,  yearly  average, 

pre-war,  lQ.3^-"3^  ]J 


Country  to  which 
exported  2/ 


United  Kingdom 
United  States 
Continental  Europe 

Germany  . . . 

Italy   

France  .... 

Belgium  . . . 

Netherlands 

Poland   

Czechoslovakia 


Total  seven 
countries 


Japan 


Total  all 
countries  9/ 


Count: 


?hinn.ent 


ish  Empire  countries  3/ 


Austra- 
lia 


South 
Af r i ca 


New 
Zealand 


Total 
three 
coun- 
tries 


South  American 
countries  4/ 


tina 
5/ 


Uru- 

guav 


Total 

two 
coun- 
tries 


Million  Million  Million 
nounds      pounds  rounds 


Million  Million  Million  Million 
pounds    pounds    pounds  -pounds 


321 

26 

4o 
22 
110 

117 
i4 

13 
11 


44 
2 

64 
16 
50 
21 

u 

3 
U 


164 
15 

7 

§f 
25 
13 
If 


7/ 


529 
^3 

ill 
3S 
185 

l4 

19 
11 


S5 


49 
19 

21 

10 

1 


20 
15 

lU 

-7 

/ 

10 

4 

2 
1 


105 
63 

so 
33 
55 
31 
6 

12 

2 


327 
132 


15U 
21 


US 
18 


171 


150 

7 


6q 

8 


219 
15 


827 


231 


27I+  1,332 


305 


115 


c 


Total 
five 

COUJl- 

tr  ies 


Million 
pounds 

634 
111 

191 
71 
240 
182 
20 
31 
13 


748 
is6 


1,752 


Compiled  from  efficial  scurces  and  reliable  commercial  sources. 

1/     Includes  exports  of  greasy,  scoured,  and  washed  wool  in  actiial  weight  hut  is 
mostly  greasy.     Does  not  include  wool  exported  on  skins. 

2/    Does  not  necessarily  represent  final  destination.     Considerable  quantities  of 
'tfocl  are  reexported  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  continental  European  countries. 
3/    Year  "beginning  July  1. 
5/    Year  "beginning  Oct.  1. 

5/     Exports  from  Argentina  and  Uruguay  by  countries,  1939  and  1^40  were  reported  in 
the  Nov.  Wool  Situation. 
6/    Less  than  500,000  IV. 
(J    Not  separately  reported. 

8/    Three-year  average.   

Includes  export. r,  to  countries  not  listed. 
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United  States:     Wool  imports,  consumption*  and  machinery  activity, 

selected  periods,  1939-^1 

~  7        •     ~~      :             Tear        ~T     Jan.-Sept~  :  Sept.   :     Aug.   :  Sept." 

    :  1959      ;     19I+O  j     19I+O    :     iq4l  :  l^j+O    ;    19^1  :19*»i  l/ 

:  1,000        1,000        1,000        1,000  1,000  1,000  1,000 

Imports  for  consumption, :  pounds      pounds      pounds      pounds  .  pounds  pounds  pounds 


actual  weight:  2/  : 

Apparel  :  98, 19^    222,923    132,91s    1+91 , 360  15, 19^    ^,697  ^6,389 

Finer  than  1+Os  ..'  :  74,612    lQ9,lU9  '117,122'   1+53,132  13,319    40,525  41,398 

Not  finer  than  40s  jjj  :  23,582      23,83!+      15,796      38,228  1,875  4,991 
Carx>et,   including  : 

camels  hair  4/   :  144,875    134,691    100, 6o4    170,686  6,423    17,764  l4,654 

:   Year            :        Jan. -Oct .         :  Oct.   :   Sept.   :  Oct. 

:  1Q39    L  19li0    L  iql+0    L  iqI^1    :  19^°  ■'  __    :  19^1 
Mill  consumption:     5/  ; 
Grease  "basis  -  6/  : 

Apparel   :  630,150    640,871    498,325    809,503  84,6l8    82,062  102,685 

Carpet   :  148,513    137,494    111,180    162,090  16,329    l4, 361  17,676 

Scoured  "basis  -  : 
Aggregate  -  : 

•  Apparel   :  293,083    310,021    242,188    423,823  39,240    42,856  53.718 

Carpet   :  103,421      97,852      79,527    112, 378  11,387    10,119  .  12,257 

Weekly  average  -  : 

Apparel   :  5,636        5,962        5,504       9,746  7,848    10,7l4  10,744 

Carpet  :  1,989        1,882       1,807   2,55k  2,277      2,530      .  2,1+51 


,  Weekly  average  in  hours 

Machinery  activity:     5/  : 
Hours  operated  per  : 

machine  in  place  -  :  . 

Worsted  combs   :  51.8         55. 1         51.8         85.9  72.7        88.2  92.2 

■Worsted  spindles   :  39.6  37.7         35.3         60.0  50.9        63.5         65. 1 

Woolen  spindles   :  39. 8    .      U3.2         1+1.2         63.2  52. 1        68.6  68.6 

Woolen  and  worsted  : 

looms  -  :  ."  ^|';#|] 

Broad   ;  40.7  39.0  36.6  60.2  U5.9        62.8  63.5 

•Narrow   :    .    13.2         13.6         13.4         26.6  16.3        31.8  32.8 

Carpet  and  rue  looms  -: 

Broad  :  37.  4         37.9         37. 0         -50.8  1+5-2        53-5  5^-3 

Narrow  ..  :  22.7  21. 9  21.2  31.O  25.5        3O.3  3I.7 


Import  figures  from  the ' Bureau-o?" frore&gn- and  Domestic  Commerce .     ConsumptTor^ and 
machinery  activity  from  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
1_/    Oct.   imports  not  yet  available. 

2/    Weight  of  greasy,   scoured,  and  skin  wool  added  together. 

Includes  free  and  dutiable  "other  wools  not  finer  than  1+Os"  i.e.  36s-40s. 
4/     Includes  free  and' dutiable  Donskoi,  Smyrna,  etc.  without  Merino  or  English 
blood,  and  all  camels  hair. 

5/    Figures  for  Oct.  based  on '5  weeks,  Sept.  on  1+  weeks,  Jan. -Oct.  on  1+1+  weeks. 
No  adjustments  made  for  holidays. 

6/     Total  of  shorn  and  pulled  wool.     Pulled  wool,   grease  basis,   is  in  condition 
received  from  pulleries  and  is  mostly  washed. 
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Prices  of  wool  per  pound  in  specified  markets,  and  prices  of  textile 
raw  materials  in  the  United  States,  selected  periods,  1939-Ul 


I  tern 


United  States: 
Boston  market- 
Territory,  scoured  ba  s  i  3- 
6Us,  70s,  80s  (fine) 

staple   

56s  (3/8  blood)  combing 

l+6s  (low  l/U  blood)   

Bright  fleece,  greasy- 
Sks,  70s,  80s  (fine) 

delaine   

56s  (3/8  blood)  combing 

U6s  (low  1/1+  blood)   

Foreign  wool  -  in  bond 
at  3oston  2j 
Sydney  -  scoured  "basis 

6Us,  JOs,  combing   

Cape  -  secured  basis 

12  months,  combing  .... 
Montevideo  -  grease 
basis 

Merinos  (60-6Us)   

Is  (56s)   

Prices  received  by  farmers, 
grease  "basis,  15th  of 
month   


Textile  fibers: 
Wool,  territory  fine 

staple  kj   

Cotton,  15/16"  Middling  5/ 

Silk,  Japanese  6/   

Rayon  yarn,  150  denier  jj 
Rayon  staple  fiber  8/ 
Viscose  1-1/2  denier  .... 
Acetate  5  denier   


1!32_ 
Cents 


82.7 

69.3 
62.6 


32.9 
36.2 

35.5 


58.6 
53-7 

26.1 

28.3 


Avera  ge 

19U0 


High 

iQ3^  It 


19 1+0 


Sent . 


Oct. 


96.3 
79.7 
76.1 


38.0 
1+1.2 
1+1.0 


67.9 
62.9 


31.2 
32.  u 


109.5 

9^.1 
87.5 


1+3.0 
1+3.8 
1+9.0 


79.2 
73. 8 


36.5 
3S-5 


108. 5 
88.5 
79.5 


1+5.0 

UU.5 


65.2 
63.5 


33-5 
32.5 


108.1 
92.U 
85.0 


U2.2 

i+s.o 

50.0 


109.5 
95.0 
85.2 


1+3. 0 

^9.5 

50. c 


Nov. 


Cents      Cents      Cents      Cents      Cents  Cents 


112.5 
96.2 

86.5 


1+1+.2 
50.2 
50.0 


70.5  70.5  70.5 

68.5  68.7  69.O 

Ul.U  I+1.5  1+1. 5 

39.5  39.5  39.5 


22.3    3/2g.l+       28.7        31.5        36.3       36.3  36.7 


82.7 

96.3 

109.5 

108. 5 

108.1 

109.5 

112.5 

9.30 

10.17 

10.8U 

Q.66 

17.10 

16.  U9 

16.38 

272.3 

278.6 

392.1 

25s.  5 

51.6 

53-0 

53.0 

53.0 

5U.2 

55.0 

55.0 

25.0 

25.0 

25.O 

25.0 

25.O 

25.  c 

25.0 

1+6.0 

1+3.0 

1+6.0 

1+3.0 

1+3.0 

1+3. C 

1+3. C 

Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  except  as  otherwise 
noted. 

1/    Highest  monthly  average  price. 

2/    Before  payment  of  duty.     Compiled  from  the  Boston  Commercial  Bulletin. 

3/    Preliminary.  ^ 

%/    Scoured  basis,  Boston  market. 

5/    Average  at  10  markets. 

6/    White,  13-15  denier,  at  New  York,  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics.    Not  quoted  after 
July  19Ul. 

7/    Domestic  yarn,  first  quality,  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics. 
Zj    F.o.b.  producing  plants,  Bureau  of  Labcr  Statistics. 


